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VOLUME 27 

 

The Ross County Board of Commissioners met on this day, October 15, 2024, in regular session. 
 

Commissioner Dwight Garrett called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m., with Commissioners James E. Lowe and Jack A. Everson, in attendance.  
 

Commissioner Garrett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

MINUTES APPROVED 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the minutes of the October 7, 2024, meeting be approved as submitted.  

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the following bills of the county be approved for payment: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 



THEN & NOW CERTIFICATES APPROVED 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve "Then & Now" Certificates, dated September 30 through 

October 15, 2024, in the amount of $8,807.39 prepared by the Office of the Ross County Auditor and certified by the auditor as to the appropriation of 

funds for the purpose of encumbering the sum of the contract( s) or order( s) outlined therein, or the imminent collection of funds for credit to the 

appropriated fund(s) of the county, and as to the availability of funds for transfer within the appropriate department(s). 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to transfer $52,820.00 from account code 100-01-00-7900 Unanticipated Emergency, into account code 100-

01-04-7103 Contract Services, per a request October 15, 2024 from the Ross County Commissioners. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

____________________ 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to transfer $1,289.71 from account code 208-02-00-7013 Workers Comp, into account code 208-02-00-7137 

BOR Expenses, per a request October 15, 2024 from the Ross County Auditor. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
____________________ 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to transfer $3,700.00 from account code 100-07-00-7001 Salaries Employees, into account code 100-07-00-

7103 Contract Services, per a request October 15, 2024 from the Ross County Planning & Development. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

ASSET DISPOSAL  
Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners approve an Asset Disposal form submitted by the Ross County 

Board Clerk of Courts for disposal of the following surplus property of the county as indicated:  

QUANTITY   DESCRIPTION   TAG/ SERIAL   METHOD OF DISPOSAL  
         1   Office Chair   16022    Surplus Property 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

RESCIND RESOLUTIONS 044-24 AND 045-24 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to rescind Resolution 044-24 A Resolution to Establish the Ross County Residential Building Department and 

Resolution 045-24 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REQUEST TO THE OHIO BOARD OF BUILDING STANDARDS TO CERTIFY THE 

COUNTY OF ROSS FOR ENFORCEMENT OF THE RESIDENTIAL CODE OF OHIO TO EXERCISE ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY AND 

ACCEPT AND APPROVE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS, MAKE INSPECTIONS. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

OHIO DIVISION OF LIQUOR CONTROL PERMIT APPLICATION   

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to not request a hearing for the applied for liquor permit for Atomic Speedway inc., 2535 Blain Hwy & Pit area 

excl parking lot, Huntington Twp, Waverly Ohio 45690. 

  

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL LOAN FUND PAY REQUEST 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to request payment for two home sewer repair/replacements for the amount of $42,977.06. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 
 

VOCA/SVAA GRANT AWARD AND ACCEPTANCE FORM 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to sign the certificate of compliance for civil rights for the VOCA/SVAA sub-grant award for Ross County 

CASA, in the amount of $28,258.14. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

GRANT AWARD/CONDITIONS ACCEPTANCE – VICTIM/WITNESS PROGRAM 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the Victim/Witness Assistance Program Director, Kathy Richardson, be authorized to submit the award acceptance 

and special conditions electronically, on behalf of the Ross County Board of Commissioners, executing a VOCA and SVAA Grant Award and Acceptance 

Form, for Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding in the amount of $39,364.00 with a cash match of $9,841.25 from the County, for the Victim/Witness 

Program administered by the Ross County Prosecuting Attorney, for the period from October 1, 2024, through September 30, 2025, as well as Mr. Garrett’s 

execution of the accompanying statements of understanding and acceptance of general and special conditions for the grant program. 
 

On call of the roll, the vote was:  Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

SUBGRANT AGREEMENT RECOVERY OHIO US 23 PIPELINE TASKFORCE 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to approve the sub-grant award agreement for the US23 Pipeline Task Force in the amount of $75,000.00 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

PROMULGATION STATEMENT AND AUTHENTICATION EMA 

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, to approve the following Promulgation Statement and Authentication: The Ross County Local Emergency 

Planning Committee (LEPC) has developed this Hazardous Materials Annex of the Ross County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) to coordinate an 

integrated, effective response to any chemical release to enhance the protection of citizens and to limit the loss of property.  

Preparedness to cope with the effects of a hazardous chemical release includes many diverse, but interrelated elements, which must be woven into an 

integrated emergency management system involving Ross County's governmental agencies, facilities, private contractors, support agencies, plus the 

individual citizen. A disaster response involves an escalation in all categories of need; personnel, equipment, and resources. In a disaster, there is a major 

escalation of emergency response which overtaxes the routine capabilities of available organizations. To establish an effective emergency management 

and response system, it is vital to develop a plan which reflects emergency operation capabilities and limitations county­wide and how an effective, timely 

response will be conducted.  

This annex contains the concept of operations and other instructions regarding emergency management within Ross County during a hazardous chemical 

release, the assignment of tasks and responsibilities to county elected and appointed officials and department heads, identification of roles during Hazmat 

emergencies.  

The annex has been developed in accordance to Ohio Revised Code (ORC) § 3750 and the rules adopted under it, the Superfund Amendments and  

Reauthorization Act: Title Ill -Emergency Planning and Right-to-Know Act of 1986 (100 Stat. 1729, 42 USCA 11001), other applicable local, state and/or 

federal laws and the Resolution by the Board of Ross County Commissioners, dated August 6, 1991, assigning emergency responsibilities.  



Dwight A. Garrett, President 

James E. Lowe, Vice President 

Jack A. Everson, Commissioner 

This annex supersedes all other Ross County Hazardous Materials plans, compliments the Ross County EOP, supports the State of Ohio Hazardous 

Materials Emergency Management Plan, and is coordinated with all neighboring local emergency planning district plans. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was:  Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

ROSS COUNTY DOG WARDEN NEW HIRE DEPUTY DOG WARDEN 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to approve the new hire, Alexis Knight, for Deputy Dog Warden at $17.00 per hour with full benefits. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

The following resolution was passed at the regular meeting of the Ross County Board of Commissioners, October 15, 2024, with Dwight A. Garrett, 

James E. Lowe, and Jack A. Everson in attendance. 

FINAL RESOLUTION 025-24 

The following Final Resolution enacted by the Board of County Commissioners, County of Ross, Ohio, hereinafter referred to as the Legislative 

Authority/Local Public Agency (LPA), in the matter of the stated described project.  

WHEREAS, on the 10th day of June 2024, the LPA enacted legislation proposing cooperation with the Director of Transportation for the described 

project: The project consists of improvements to Walnut Creek Road (C.R . 233) and Charleston Pike (C.R. 222) by upgrading existing guardrail 

including installation of new guardrail, lying within Ross County; and 

WHEREAS, the LPA shall cooperate with the Director of Transportation in the above described project as follows: 

The County agrees to assume and bear one hundred percent (100%) of the entire cost of the improvement, less the amount of Federal-Aid funds set aside 

by the Director of Transportation for the financing of this improvement from funds allocated by the Federal Highway Administration, U. S. Department 

of Transportation. 

In view of the fact that the LPA's share of the project is now estimated in the amount of Zero and - - - - 00/100 Dollars, ($0.00), therefore, the County will 

not be required to deposit any funds at this time. The LPA's ultimate share of the cost will be determined when final actual costs and allocations are 

determined.  

WHEREAS, The Director of Transportation has approved said legislation proposing cooperation and has caused to be made plans and specifications and 

an estimate of cost and expense for improving the above described highway and has transmitted copies of same to this legislative authority; and  

WHEREAS, This legislative authority desires the Director of Transportation to proceed with the aforesaid highway improvement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved: 

I. That the LPA hereby requests the Director of Transportation to proceed with the aforesaid highway improvement. 

II. That the LPA enter into a contract with the State, and that the Ross County Engineer be, and is hereby authorized to execute said contract for 

improving the described project. 

That the LPA transmit to the Director of Transportation a fully executed copy of this resolution 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was:  Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes.  Motion carried. 

 

CONTRACT ODOT - IMPROVEMENTS TO WALNUT CREEK ROAD AND CHARLESTON PIKE 

Mr. Everson moved, Mr. Lowe seconded, to enter into a contract by and between the State of Ohio, Department of Transportation, acting through its 

director, 1980 West Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43223, and the Board of County Commissioners, County of Ross, The project consists of 

improvements to Walnut Creek Road (C.R. 233) and Charleston Pike (C.R. 222) by upgrading existing guardrail including installation of new guardrail, 

lying within Ross County. In view of the fact that the LPA's share of the project is now estimated in the amount of Zero and 00/100 Dollars, ($0.00), 

therefore, the County will not be required to deposit any funds at this time. 

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION CALLED   

Mr. Lowe moved, Mr. Everson seconded, the Ross County Board of Commissioners adjourn into executive session at 12:45pm, to discuss eminent 

litigation.  

 

On call of the roll, the vote was: Mr. Lowe, yes; Mr. Everson, yes; Mr. Garrett, yes. Motion carried.  

 

REGULAR SESSION RESUMED   

The executive session called at 12:45pm was adjourned, and the regular meeting resumed at 2:00am. No action was taken. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

An assemblage of concerned citizens appeared at the Commissioner’s meeting to discuss their disapproval of resolutions 044-24 To Establish a 

Residential Building Department and 045-24, Authorizing the County to Enforce Residential Code of Ohio.  The Commissioners rescinded both 

resolutions, effective immediately.   

 

Beard Ohio Public Finance – Michael Burns discussed what avenues are available if the Commissioners decide to finance the project Ross County 

Courthouse Restoration.  He also discussed the possibility of refinancing the LEC Project Bond to reduce the payment.   

 

Buck Fifty representatives Dave Huggins and Julie Preston – asked the Commissioners about purchasing a piece of property on the corner of 

Anderson Station Road and Veterans Parkway, to build a storage facility for items related to the Buck Fifty.  The Commissioners will do some research 

on the site and follow up with Mr. Huggins in the near future.   

 

Departmental Budget Meetings were held. 

 

ADJOURN 

Mr. Dwight A. Garrett, President, adjourned the regular meeting of October 15, 2024, at 2:10 p.m. Board of Commissioners of Ross County, Ohio 


